
Slaughterhouse 5: The Children's Crusade A Dirty-Dance With Death 
ABOUT THE BOOK 
 
Moving backwards and forwards in time, Slaughterhouse 5 is narrated by Billy Pilgrim, 
a Second World War veteran who was captured by the Germans in the Ardennes 
offensive in 1944 and who witnessed the horrific firebombing of Dresden by the Allies. 
When the novel opens – in 1968 – Billy is a wealthy optometrist living in Ilium, New 
York State, with a wife and two children. It becomes clear during the course of the 
novel, however, that Billy has been in an air crash which has left him severely injured, 
and that his wife has died in a freak accident while rushing to his bedside. 
 
Slaughterhouse 5 is a miraculously moving, bitter and funny story and the most original 
anti-war novel since Catch 22. 
 
‘A marvellous excursion…the writing is pungent, 
 the antics uproarious, the wit as sharp as a hypodermic needle’ 
 Daily Telegraph 
 
One of the master alchemists of modern American fiction’ 
Sunday Times 
 
‘An extraordinary success. 
 It is a book we need to read and re-read… 
Funny, compassionate and wise’  
New York Times Book Review 
 
‘A work of keen literary artistry’ 
 Joseph Heller 
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR  
 
Kurt Vonnegut was born in Indianapolis, in the United States, in 1922 and studies 
biochemistry at Cornell University. Drafted into the US infantry in World War II, he 
was captured by German soldiers in 1944 and was working in Dresden in the 
underground meat locker of a slaughterhouse when the city was attacked and destroyed 
by United States and British bombers. He came out of hiding to find ‘135,000 Hansels 
and Gretels had been baked liked gingerbread men.’ The event profoundly affected his 
life and writing, and is the central concern of his most celebrated novel, Slaughterhouse. 
 
In a course of his writing career Vonnegut’s work has ranged across many genres and 
has always been distinguished by its imaginative ability and by its profound concern 
with man’s inhuman behaviour towards his fellow man. Slaughterhouse 5 is also his 
most dramatic articulation of this message. 
 
AUTHOR INTERVIEW  
 
McSweeney’s, September 2002  
 
Before speaking with you, I read over many of your books and came across one of the 
most heartbreaking paragraphs I've ever read in Timequake: "I was the baby of the 
family. Now I don't have anybody to show off for anymore."  
 
Yeah. Where do you fit into in your family?  



 
I'm the oldest. I have one younger brother.  
 
You're certainly very different people. Chances are he's a helluva lot funnier than you 
are. The only way he could get attention at the dinner table is by being funny.  
 
You have outlived your ancestors, and many of your colleagues in letters.  
 
Yes, well, that's the reason that I don't want to be in New York any longer. I don't want 
to go to parties any more. There are no familiar faces anymore. You know, you go to a 
party and you hone in on the couple people you know. There are none of those people 
for me at parties any more. I've lost my sister, my brother, my editor, my publisher. It's 
a whole generation gone by. Old war buddies of mine, my colleagues, my family.  
 
Joseph Heller, in 1999.  
 
I took that one very hard.  
 
You were one of the few people to walk out of Dresden. Now, some fifty years later, 
you're among the last men standing.  
 
Every so often I run into someone on the street who announces to me that they are 
really a survivor. I mean, who the fuck isn't? If you're not dead, you're a survivor. 
 
STARTING POINTS FOR YOUR DISCUSSION  
 
Despite being a work of fiction, Slaughterhouse 5 clearly has many autobiographical 
elements to it – both Billy Pilgrim and Vonnegut himself, for instance, were captured in 
the Ardennes in 1944. Is it possible to distinguish fiction from reality in the novel?  
 
 
The central episode around which Slaughterhouse 5 turns is the firebombing of 
Dresden. But is it right to simply call the novel and anti-war book? Is Vonnegut trying 
to address other concerns in the novel as well?  
 
 
Why do you think the author introduces science fiction elements to the book? How 
central and the books discussions about truth, time and war are Billy’s experiences on 
Tralfamadore and his use of time travel?  
 
 
How would you describe the characterisation in Slaughterhouse 5? Does Vonnegut 
spend much time describing his characters, and if not, what use does he have for them?  
 
 
Although written about World War II, the novel was first published at the height of the 
Vietnam War. Is this significant? Does Vonnegut draw any explicit or implicit parallels 
anywhere within the book between the two wars?  
 
 
Both Kilgore Trout and Dr Rosewater appear in other Vonnegut novels. How would 
you judge the significance of each character to the telling of this particular story? Are 
they essential to the novel?   



 
OTHER BOOKS BY KURT VONNEGUT 
 
Player Piano 
The Sirens of Titan 
Mother Night 
Cat’s Cradle 
God Bless You, Mr Rosewater 
Welcome to the Monkey House 
Happy Birthday, Wanda June 
Breakfast of Champions 
Wampeters, Foma & Granfalloons 
Slapstick 
Jailbird 
Palm Sunday 
Deadeye Dick 
Galapagos 
Bluebeard 
Hocus Pocus 
Fates Worse Than Death 
Timequake 
Bagombo Snuff Box 
 
SUGGESTED FURTHER READING 
 
Mao II ~  Don DeLillo 
V ~  Thomas Pynchon 
Astrological Diary of God ~  Bo Fowler 
Choke ~  Chuck Palahniuk 
All Families Are Pschotic ~  Douglas Coupland 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


