
The State Library of Victoria Foundation 
seeks your support to purchase the  
Rennie Ellis Collection.

This extraordinary archive of images by 
the celebrated Melbourne photographer 
Rennie Ellis is a significant record of 
Victorian life and culture in the later  
20th century.

The State Library will ensure that the 
collection is preserved for the future and 
made freely accessible to researchers  
and the general public.

SUPPORT YOUR STATE LIBRARY

The Library’s Pictures Collection documents Victoria’s social history 
since colonial times. It includes one of the strongest photography 
collections in Australia, and many of the images are digitised and 
made freely accessible online. 
 
The Rennie Ellis Collection documents the postwar generation and 
popular culture – an area in which the Library’s holdings are limited. 
With the purchase of this archive, the Library’s collection will provide 
comprehensive coverage of Victoria’s social history in the 20th century.  
Please help us to preserve and share this unique resource.

Anne-Marie Schwirtlich, Chief Executive Officer and State Librarian

ABOUT THE COLLECTION

The Rennie Ellis Collection of 500,000 original negatives and 
transparencies is a vibrant and valuable record of Victoria’s social 
history. In particular, it documents the dynamic cultures and sub-
cultures of Melbourne over four decades from the late 1960s. 

The collection records Melbourne’s diverse street life, from graffiti 
sites to Toorak Road, and events such as Anzac Day. Many 
images document the city’s twin sporting obsessions, AFL and  
the Melbourne Cup, as well as the fashion and nightclub scenes, 
the performing arts world and well-known Melbourne identities.

‘Rennie Ellis’s collection offers a highly 
engaging encounter with his times. Archives 
such as Ellis’s are historical records, but 
above all they are resources for the future.’
Helen Ennis
Associate Professor, School of Art
Australian National University

RENNIE ELLIS, 1940–2003

Rennie Ellis was a renowned and award-winning Melbourne 
photographer whose images documented the lives of his own 
generation – Australians born at the start of the postwar boom and 
enjoying the prosperity and freedom of the 1960s, ‘70s and ‘80s. 

Born into a middle-class, suburban family, Ellis studied at 
Melbourne University before dropping out to work in advertising. 
He bought his first camera to document a round-the-world trip, 
and began working as a freelance photojournalist in the 1970s. 
He photographed all aspects of life, and recorded the hedonistic 
society of his times in a deeply humanist way. His photographs 
have been widely exhibited in Australia and overseas.

DONATION
I would like to make a tax-deductible donation to support the 
purchase of the Rennie Ellis Collection.

$100

$250

$500

      Other amount

(Donations in excess of $10,000 will be acknowledged through 
the gift of four commemorative prints from Rennie Ellis’s Spring 
Racing Carnival series.)

Name 

Address 

   Postcode 

Phone (business)                                        

Phone (home)

Email

Cheque (payable to State Library of Victoria Foundation)

Visa 

MasterCard 

Diner’s Club

Name on card

Card number 

Expiry date 

Signature 

Send completed form to:
SLV Foundation – Rennie Ellis Collection Appeal
328 Swanston Street
Melbourne VIC 3000 

A tax-deductible receipt will be posted to you.

The State Library of Victoria Foundation supports the Library in 
its mission to preserve Victoria’s cultural heritage. To find out 
more, please call 03 8664 7280 or visit slv.vic.gov.au/foundation.

For more information about the Rennie Ellis Collection 
Appeal, visit slv.vic.gov.au/goto/rennie-ellis.

Images by Rennie Ellis, Courtesy of the 
Rennie Ellis Photographic Archive:

Front cover: Cleaners, West Melbourne, 
1974 
Opposite: Alex Jesaulenko, Grand 
Final, 1979
Above: English models, Melbourne 
Cup, 1967

Left: Rennie with camera, 1974  
(photograph by Bob Bourne)
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